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Whakataka Te Hau

Opening 
karakia

Whakataka te hau ki te uru

Whakataka te hau ki te tonga
Kia mākinakina ki uta
Kia mātaratara ki tai

E hī ake ana te atakura
He tio, he huka, he hauhū

Tīhei mauri ora

Get ready for the westerly 

and be prepared for the southerly. 
It will be icy cold inland, 
and icy cold on the shore. 

May the dawn rise red-tipped on ice, 
on snow, on frost
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Agenda

• Welcome and opening karakia
• SNOMED International update
• SNOMED NZ Edition April 2025 release
• NZ Health Terminology Service update
• LOINC to SNOMED collaboration
• CanShare content update
• SNOMED demonstrators
• Q & A
• Closing karakia



SNOMED International update

New Zealand SNOMED Open Forum

13 May 2025



6

A Growing 
Community

SNOMED International welcomed Mongolia and Qatar to the 
community of 52 member countries.

SNOMED International Members



2025-2030 Strategy Overview



Areas of Focus: 2025 summary deliverables



Operational

update

▪ Agreement with LOINC Regenstrief 

renewed 

▪ Production release of the LOINC 

Ontology available

▪ New agreement with openEHR 

▪ Collaborations for cancer – AJCC, 

UICC, ICCR



https://www.snomed.org/snomedct-expo

Upcoming events 

https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/wotw

October Business meetings 

and SNOMED CT EXPO 2025
19-24.October 2025
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SNOMED CT NZ Edition
April 2025 release
Lea Miharsa



https://mlds.ihtsdotools.org/#/landing



https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/?







• Shrimp/  SNOMED CT Browser (csiro.au)

https://ontoserver.csiro.au/shrimp/?concept=138875005&valueset=http%3A%2F%2Fsnomed.info%2Fsct%3Ffhir_vs&fhir=https%3A%2F%2Fnzhts.digital.health.nz%2Ffhir


SNOMED NZ 
Edition

SNOMED International Edition 

NZ extension

NZ reference set

Language reference set

Map



New and updated content

Reference sets:
• Gambling harm 

intervention reference set
• Health service type 

reference set
• Emergency care reference 

sets
• 15 refsets has been 

updated 

New concepts and 
descriptions
• 549 new concepts 
• 2121 new descriptions
• Patient friendly terms
• Māori terms
• Systemic Anti-Cancer 

Therapy Regimen Library



SNOMED CT 
Content Request 

Service



SNOMED CT 
Content 

Management 
Portal



NZ Health Terminology Service 
update
Evan Li



NZHTS Release Update
Code system Purpose/Usage

• SNOMED CT NZ Edition April 2025 A comprehensive clinical terminology including New Zealand preferred terms 
provides precise language for healthcare services.

• MedDRA 28.0 (six-monthly release) Medical Dictionary for Regulatory Activities - used in pharmacy services system

• LOINC 2.80 and NZPOCS (six-monthly 
release)

Logical Observation Identifiers Names and New Zealand Pathology Observation 
Codes - specifically used in laboratory systems for test results, clinical measurements, 

and outcomes reporting

• NZ Medicines Terminology (monthly 
release)

The standard source of commonly - used information about medicines in New 
Zealand and is used in most medical and pharmacy software

• LOINC Ontology version 1.0 The LOINC Ontology is represented as an Extension to SNOMED CT, which provides a way to 

integrate LOINC codes into SNOMED CT, enhancing interoperability between these two major 
terminologies in clinical and laboratory domains

• National Occupation List The National Occupation List is an independent New Zealand-focused occupation 
classification

• National Health Index(NHI) value sets To support the National Health Index (NHI), we have created the following value sets:

Country of birth code,  ethnicity, domicile code and contact usage



• How to Query NZHTS Emergency Care Presenting Complaint Reference Set and Save Results in CSV 

Format Using Postman

• Solutions for Downloading SNOMED CT RefSets

• A systematic way to identify all codes that are children of a given code within SNOMED CT e.g.  find 

all descendant codes of the ‘Diabetes Mellitus’ concept

Examples

https://ehealthforum.nz/t/how-to-query-nzhts-emergency-care-presenting-complaint-reference-set-and-save-results-in-csv-format-using-postman/31975
https://ehealthforum.nz/t/how-to-query-nzhts-emergency-care-presenting-complaint-reference-set-and-save-results-in-csv-format-using-postman/31975
https://ehealthforum.nz/t/solutions-for-downloading-snomed-ct-refsets/31110
https://ehealthforum.nz/t/navigating-snomed-hierarchies-insights-from-a-recent-inquiry/31042
https://ehealthforum.nz/t/navigating-snomed-hierarchies-insights-from-a-recent-inquiry/31042


Find all descendant codes of the ‘Diabetes Mellitus’ concept:

In general, the API request looks like this: https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir/ValueSet/$expand?url=http://snomed.info/sct?fhir_vs=ecl/{ECL-Query} and you can always 

replace {ECL-Query} with the actual ECL query - <73211009

For our specific needs, the complete API request would look like this:
https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir/ValueSet/$expand?url=http://snomed.info/sct?fhir_vs=ecl/<73211009

Example- ECL

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/API
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnzhts.digital.health.nz%2Ffhir%2FValueSet%2F%24expand%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fsnomed.info%2Fsct%3Ffhir_vs%3Decl%2F%257bECL-Query%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSiyu.Li%40TeWhatuOra.govt.nz%7C1eacec3f1ccc4a0b738008dc420e3bee%7Cbed4da513cdb4d0dbaf8fb80d53268e3%7C0%7C0%7C638457876100569223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FOFsace0h3L5Z7EP2MqVZTi%2F8%2B5PrlT9PN62z%2Bk6C1c%3D&reserved=0
https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir/ValueSet/$expand?url=http://snomed.info/sct?fhir_vs=ecl/%3C73211009


LOINC / SNOMED 
collaboration
Stephanie Kerruish
Senior Standards Advisor, Data & Analytics, Performance, Funding and Outcomes



What is the difference?

(Logical Observation Identifiers 
Names and Codes)

(Systematized Nomenclature of 
Medicine Clinical Terms CT)

The questions The answers



• Agreement 
between 
Regenstrief 
Institute and 
SNOMED 
International 
signed

• New collaboration 
agreement signed

• Collaboration 
broadened

July 2013 October 2022 October 2023

GOAL: to build closer 

links between LOINC and 

SNOMED CT

GOAL: to enhancing and 

improve the delivery of 

healthcare

AIM: to create an 

extension of SNOMED CT 

for the LOINC terminology



LOINC Ontology

• March 2025 version 1 release
• Contains content shared 

between terminologies
• Extension of SNOMED CT
• Browsing content of the 

LOINC Ontology…



LOINC Ontology browser 
https://browser.loincsnomed.org/?

https://browser.loincsnomed.org/




Searching for content

Search by:

- Start typing the words

- Entering the LOINC code

- Entering in the LOINC long name.

Example:

• LOINC code 5726-5 Selenium [Mass/volume] in Urine











LOINC Ontology
How will this work in New Zealand?

LOINC Ontology going forward

Further understanding is 
required

Interested in exploring this 
more…..

Let us know

standards@tewhatuora.govt.nz

LOINC Ontology also available on NZHTS

mailto:standards@tewhatuora.govt.nz


LOINC Ontology introduction
• Frequently asked questions

• https://loincsnomed.org/faq
• Implementation Guide

• https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/display/DOCLOINCSIG/SNO
MED+CT+Implementation+Guide+for+the+LOINC+Ontology

• Version 1.0 Introductory webinar
• https://loincsnomed.org/webinar

• SNOMED CT Implementation Demonstrators
• https://ihtsdo.github.io/sct-implementation-

demonstrator/#/loinc

https://loincsnomed.org/faq
https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/display/DOCLOINCSIG/SNOMED+CT+Implementation+Guide+for+the+LOINC+Ontology
https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/display/DOCLOINCSIG/SNOMED+CT+Implementation+Guide+for+the+LOINC+Ontology
https://loincsnomed.org/webinar
https://ihtsdo.github.io/sct-implementation-demonstrator/
https://ihtsdo.github.io/sct-implementation-demonstrator/


Kate Wakefield
Principal Advisor

Data & Analytics, Te Aho o Te Kahu

CanShare April 2025
SNOMED CT Update



CanShare SNOMED CT Release updates
April 2025 NZ SNOMED CT edition includes 53 new CanShare reference sets, 115 
updated reference sets (total 627 CanShare reference sets) and 443 new 
concepts to support cancer data collection. New work includes:

Cancer histologies: For solid tumours and haematology with reference sets that group 
histology by behaviour (eg: benign & malignant).

Grading systems: For solid tumours and haematology.

Staging systems: For solid tumours (AJCC and non-AJCC) and haematology.

Ancillary study tests and results: For a wide range of cancers, to support testing eligibility 
for new cancer medicines, as well as breast and colorectal cancer reporting.

Additional data: to support radiation oncology and systemic anti-cancer therapy 
treatment plans, radiation oncology waitlist data and national screening programmes 
eg, national cervical screening programme.

CanShare language reference set: 
231621000210105 |New Zealand English CanShare context language reference set



CanShare SNOMED CT Release updates
Canshare has 1954 active FHIR ValueSets available on the NZHTS. 
● All valuesets URLs start with 

https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir/ValueSet/canshare-

Cancer service/stream: ValueSets allow for customisation of codes available to different 
service or tumour stream requirements. 

Code Systems: The majority of ValueSets use SNOMED CT as the code system but also can 
have unpublished codes (snomed-unpublished).

Canshare has one active concept map. 
● canshare-select-valueset-map

Implementation: This concept map has been implemented into an electronic prescribing 
system for cancer in the Northern region (Raurau Ngaehe). 

Future state: The current concept map focuses on diagnostic data for 
medical oncology and haematology. Plans to expand to staging and 
grading as well as other services.

https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir/ValueSet/canshare-


CanShare Key Development areas
Ancillary studies 

Systemic anti-cancer (SACT) regimens

FHIR eForms

● Designing a SNOMED CT analytics framework for cancer data utilising FHIR ValueSets
● To collect SNOMED CT coded data from e-prescribing systems in near future

● Designing SNOMED CT templates to support modelling of ancillary study tests and findings
● The team presented this work at recent SNOMED CT international business meeting
● CanShare are actively collaborating with SNOMED International to get modelling approach 

adopted internationally

SNOMED CT analytics 

● Designing SNOMED CT templates to create a hierarchy of regimen types under parent 
concept: 61371000210101 |Systemic anti cancer therapy regimen (regime/therapy)|

● Enhancement of the modelling of regimens to further define concepts.

● Designing a tool to enable the CanShare team to produce FHIR 
questionnaires

● These will connect with the NZHTS to collect SNOMED CT coded cancer data



Accessing CanShare Resources

DOWNLOAD

BROWSE

CONNECT

CONTACT

CanShare value sets and concept map demo
○ https://poc.canshare.co.nz/query.html 

NZ SNOMED CT edition from MLDS distribution service
○ https://mlds.ihtsdotools.org/#/landing/NZ 

To the New Zealand Health Terminology Service
○ Register with Health New Zealand
○ https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir (REST API)

Canshare team email: canshare@teaho.govt.nz

https://poc.canshare.co.nz/query.html
https://mlds.ihtsdotools.org/
https://nzhts.digital.health.nz/fhir


SNOMED Demonstrators
Alastair Kenworthy



https://www.implementation.snomed.org/showcase/demonstrators



https://www.implementation.snomed.org/showcase/demonstrators











Q & A

Got further questions?
Reach us here!
SNOMED CT NZ Edition
NZ Health Terminology Service
SNOMED requests: snomed@tewhatuora.govt.nz
NZHTS and other standards requests: standards@tewhatuora.govt.nz
eHealth Forum: https://ehealthforum.nz/c/cops/standards

https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/digital-health/snomed-ct-national-release-centre/new-zealand-edition-of-snomed-ct
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/digital-health/terminology-service
mailto:snomed@tewhatuora.govt.nz
mailto:standards@tewhatuora.govt.nz


He Karakia Whakakapi

Closing 
karakia

Kia whakairia te tapu
Kia wātea ai te ara
Kia turuki whakataha ai 
Kia turuki whakataha ai 
Haumi e. Hui e. Tāiki e! 

Restrictions are moved aside 
So the pathway is clear 
To return to everyday activities
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